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1. Confirmation
The course syllabus was confirmed by Faculty of Social Sciences on 2008-03-31 to be valid from 2008-09-
01.

Field of education: Social Sciences 100 %
Department: Department of Social Work

2. Position in the educational system

The course, Research Theories and Methods, 15 higher education credits, is a programme course given within
the Master's Programme in Social Work and Human Rights within the Faculty of Social Science. The course
is amethodology course.

Main field of studies Foecialization

Social Work A1N, Second cycle, has only first-cycle course/s as
entry reguirements

3. Entry requirements
To be eligible for the course, Research Theories and Methods, 15 higher education credits, a Bachelor's
Degree in Social Work, or aBachelor's Degree in related topics, and proficiency in English isrequired.

4. Cour se content

The course deals with the following topics:
«Scientific perspectives and paradigm shifts from a historical perspective
*Theoretical concepts concerning both qualitative and quantitative scientific work
«Formulation of research questions and implementation in research
*Review of earlier research using digital resources
*Ethicsin social research
*A variety of qualitative and quantitative research methods
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5. Learning outcomes

After completing the course the students shall have

sachieved profound knowledge and understanding of scientific perspectives and paradigm shifts from a
historical perspective

eachieved a capacity to discuss, analyze, and apply complex theoretical concepts concerning both
qualitative and quantitative scientific work in an international context

be able to formulate and discuss research questions in an independent and creative manner and implement
these in research out of acritical perspective

*be able to conduct acritical review of earlier research published in scientific journals or reports

*have gained insight in the role of science, its possibilities and limitationsin an international context

be able to analyze and discuss ethical issuesin conducting research

*be able to select, understand, and use complex qualitative and statistical methods in socia research

*be able to identify the need of further knowledge in the field of social work.

6. Literature
See appendix.

7. Assessment
There will be an individual examination on the literature. Moreover, there will be additional examinations,
both group wise and individually, where different parts of the course will be examined.

A student who has failed atest twice has the right to change examiner, unless weighty argument can be
adduced. The application shall be sent to the board of the department and has to be in writing.

8. Grading scale
The grading scale comprises Fail (U), Pass (G), Pass with Distinction (VG).

9. Course evaluation
The course director guarantees that the evaluation is considered regularly and systematically at the end of the

course.

10. Additional infor mation
Language of instruction: English.
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